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IN THIS INTENSIVE

We take a close look at current issues 
and developments essential for all 
practitioners who advise clients in this 
important area and wish to keep  
up-to-date.



DEATH AND THE LAW INTENSIVE 
FROM THE CHAIR

It has been 10 years since NZLS CLE last held a Death and the Law 
intensive. Since that time, some things haven’t changed and much 
has. 

Disappointingly perhaps, it is still true that we all die, and the past 
two years have probably meant that we have contemplated our 
and others’ mortality more than we might otherwise. It is also still 
the case that there is much uncertainty in advising clients on how 
to structure their affairs with their deaths in mind, and what the 
risks inherent in those structures are, thanks in part to outdated 
legislation.  

On the other hand, we have a maturing, fast-evolving society and 
economy. Tikanga is becoming an increasingly integral part of 
various endeavours, including in the law. Crypto and medical 
innovations add both new opportunity and complexity for many of 
us that didn’t exist in the past. Families are more complicated, with 
longer life expectancies and blended families. Wealth inequality and 
generational gaps widen. Younger generations struggle to afford to 
buy homes and wonder what their prospects are. We grapple with 
philosophical questions of individual vs collective responsibility and 
the role of the family and of the state.     

All of this comes into play in this intensive, which is perfectly timed 
to consider the Law Commission’s proposals in its Succession Law 
review. I am delighted to introduce this line-up of very talented 
experts who are at the forefront of dealing with these issues and will 
help us explore and grapple with them, offering their unique insights 
and practical guidance.  

I look forward to welcoming you and hope you will find this a 
rewarding intensive.  

Juliet Moses

6.5 
CPD hours



8.30-9.00  REGISTRATION

9.00-9.10  INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Chair – Juliet Moses

9.10-9.20  SETTING THE SCENE

9.20-10.20 SESSION 1: TIKANGA & SUCCESSION

  In recent times tikanga is increasingly recognised by the 
courts as relevant to and informing the law. This session will 
examine the approach of the courts to issues of tikanga, 
including the extent to which tikanga can give rise to 
enforceable legal rules. It will then consider how tikanga 
might influence the development of the law of succession 
particularly in light of the Law Commission’s recent report. 

Presenter  Jeremy Johnson

10.20-10.35 MORNING TEA

10.35-11.35 SESSION 2: WHERE THERE’S A WILL THERE’S A WAR – 
BUT WHAT ARE THE EXECUTOR’S BATTLES TO FIGHT?

  Navigating an executor’s obligation to investigate 
questionable transactions prior to death; obligation to 
investigate and recover loans and other advances; duties 
and obligations during a relationship property division; and 
general principles when a dispute arises.

Presenters  Kimberly Lawrence and Colette Mackenzie

11.35-12.35 SESSION 3: CAPACITY

  Lawyers often face the dilemma of representing clients 
with compromised mental capacity. Knowing how to deal 
with such clients in the correct manner is a key feature 
of legal practice. This session will provide insights by a 
psychogeriatrician and a barrister on what to look for in 
respect to capacity, what the prudent lawyer should do, 
when to refer for a medical assessment, how to assess, 
and how in general to sensitively manage this issue in legal 
practice.  

Presenters  Dr Jane Casey and Andrew Steele

12.35-1.35 LUNCH

PROGRAMME



1.35-2.35 SESSION 4: SUCCESSION PLANNING RELATING TO DATA, 
INTANGIBLE ASSETS AND LEGACIES

 A session on how to prepare for the transfer of digital 
assets such as cryptocurrency, NFTs and social media assets 
to beneficiaries.

Presenter  Tom Maasland

2.35-3.35 SESSION 5: REFORMING SUCCESSION LAW – A NEW 
INHERITANCE ACT

 A review of the Law Commission’s most significant 
proposed reforms contained in its Succession Law Report, 
including to relationship property entitlements on death, 
family provision and contribution claims against estates, 
intestacy, and to the law governing when property may be 
“clawed back” into an estate. 

Presenters  Greg Ambler and James Little

3.35-3.50  AFTERNOON TEA

 3.50-4.45 SESSION 6: UNRAVELLING COMPLICATED STRUCTURES –  
  PARTNERSHIPS BEFORE AND AFTER DEATH

 This session will enable you to identify and deal with a 
partnership during succession planning. Understand the 
consequences and options when a partner dies, with 
examples of how to deal with partnership issues following 
death.

Presenter  Alice Nunn

4.45-5.00 SUMMARY OF THE DAY – CHAIR: JULIET MOSES

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

By attending this intensive you will:
•  Have a better understanding of the approach taken by the 

courts to the issues of tikanga.
•  Become more confident to advise on executors’ 

obligations.
•  Gain knowledge and receive guidance about capacity.
•  Increase your knowledge on how to transfer digital assets 

and deal with partnership issues after death.
•  Have an up-to-date knowledge of the Law Commission’s 

proposed reforms contained in its Succession Law Report.

WHO  
SHOULD  
ATTEND

All lawyers in civil litigation, family, property, trust & estates.



PRESENTERS

Juliet Moses, TGT Legal, Auckland
Juliet specialises in trusts and succession planning. She is a regular 
presenter of seminars in the area, including at the NZLS CLE Trusts 
conferences. She is Chair of the STEP Education Committee and a 
contributing author and tutor of the Trusts and Estates Diploma (NZ). 
Juliet is also a member of the International Academy of Trust and Estate 
Law.

Gregory Ambler, TGT Legal, Auckland
Gregory specialises in the law of trusts and succession. He provides advice 
on asset planning, assists with the establishment and administration of 
trusts and charitable entities, and also advises on the legal aspects of 
mental capacity and adult decision-making.  

Jeremy Johnson, Bankside Chambers, Auckland
Jeremy is a barrister at Bankside Chambers. He has expertise in equity 
and trusts, commercial disputes and relationship property. Jeremy is 
graduate of the University of Canterbury and the University of Cambridge. 
He is a member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP) 
and is a Fellow of the Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand.

Dr Jane Casey, Consultant Psychiatrist specialist in  
Old Age Psychiatry, Auckland
Jane is a consultant psychiatrist, specialising in Old Age Psychiatry, 
working in both the public and private sectors and as an Honorary Senior 
Lecturer at the University of Auckland. She obtained her MBChB from 
the University of Auckland, 1987; is a Fellow of the Royal Australian and 
New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (FRANZCP), 1994, immediate past 
Bi-national Chair of the Faculty of Psychiatry of Old Age and a member 
of the International Psychogeriatric Association Capacity Special Interest 
Forum. Jane’s areas of expertise include mood disorders, dementia and 
the related topics of elder abuse and capacity assessments. She has 
considerable experience in writing expert opinion reports in relation to 
the Mental Health Act, PPPR Act and mental capacity cases, including 
capacity to appoint Enduring Powers of Attorney and Testamentary 
capacity. 

CHAIR



PRESENTERS

Kimberly Lawrence, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington
Kimberly provides strategic advice to clients dealing with difficult trust 
and estate problems, and acts in relation to trust and estate litigation of 
all kinds. 

James Little, Shortland Chambers, Auckland
James has a broad civil, commercial and public law practice. He has 
particular expertise in complex trusts, equity, estates and property 
disputes. James also has a significant advisory practice. 

Tom Maasland, MinterEllisonRuddWatts, Auckland
Tom is an internationally recognised, award-winning technology law 
specialist with strong “black letter law” skills that he combines with a 
commercially pragmatic approach – traits highly valued by clients.

He is passionate about technology and telecommunications, their 
everyday use, and their ability to transform organisations. This is a  
passion borne out of working in the industry for more than 20 years in 
both New Zealand and the UK. Tom advises on all technology law issues. 
He co-leads MinterEllisonRuddWatts’ Tech Innovation team, which is 
responsible for the development and implementation of technology 
solutions for internal use and for commercialisation. Tom is also an author 
and regular speaker on transformational and strategic technology issues 
and developments.

Colette Mackenzie, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington
Colette has extensive experience in all aspects of trust law, advising 
clients on the use of trusts and wills in the context of asset planning, 
with particular expertise in dealing with attacks on the division of trust 
property. 

Alice Nunn, North End Law, Hamilton
Alice is a director of North End Law Limited, a specialist property and 
private client firm. She is an experienced trust and estate lawyer whose 
practice is centered around advising on complex estate and trust matters.  



PRESENTERS

Andrew Steele, Princes Chambers, Auckland
Andrew has over 30 years’ experience in litigation in New Zealand and 
the United Kingdom. He was previously a partner at Chamberlains, then 
a partner at Martelli McKegg Lawyers from 2006 to October 2020, when 
he left to join the independent bar as a barrister sole specialising in trust 
and estate disputes. Andrew has presented seminars for NZLS CLE, ADLS, 
STEP, Legalwise and CCH in a variety of property, trust and estate-related 
topics and has written a number of articles on trust-related topics for the  
New Zealand Law Journal and other publications. He is the lecturer for 
and examiner of the estate litigation component for the STEP diploma.



REGISTER, PAY &  
VIEW PROGRAMME ONLINE 

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

DEATH AND THE LAW
REGISTRATION

First name, Last name Lawyer ID Number (optional)

Firm/Organisation (if applicable) 

Address

PO Box: DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City:  Postcode:

Phone Email

Dietary Requirements

PAYMENT

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-0049995-00  
(Include your last name & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD:

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa    Mastercard    Amex 

Cardholder’s Signature:

FEE (Incl GST) – includes book and all catering

Early Bird BY 13 April or AFTER 13 April

NZLS/Associate members   $695   $745

 Non-members   $755   $805

Live Web Stream   $675   $725

Live Web Stream Group Pricing Option – see www.lawyerseducation.co.nz for options 
& how to register.

BOOK OPTIONS – books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF – you must indicate 
your choice. Please note the book charges below are for intensive registrants only.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

Registration Fee  Book – Both Hard Copy and PDF Total Due

$  + $     =    $  

REGISTER
ONLINE 
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

EMAIL 
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

POST 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
cle@lawyerseducation.co.nz

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy, 
PDF or Both. Please indicate your 
choice.

• Hard Copy
Your book will be given to you 
when you register on the day.

• PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy 
of the book 3 working days 
before the event.

• Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy 
of the book 3 working days 
before the event, and can collect 
the hard copy book when you 
register on the day.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
You may cancel your registration eight  
working days in advance of an event, and  
you  will receive a refund less a 25%  
administration fee. If you cancel less than  
eight working days in advance of the event, 
no refund is payable. If you are unable to 
attend, you may transfer your registration 
to another person. If you wish to do so you 
must advise CLE in writing of the change. 
NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to close 
registrations, and, cancel or reschedule 
an event as necessary. Where an event is 
cancelled by CLE, a full refund is payable.

PRIVACY ACT 2020 The information 
requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

 
I do not wish the sponsors to receive 
my contact details.

REGISTER ME FOR

  AUCKLAND
ELLERSLIE EVENT CENTRE
4 MAY

  LIVE WEB STREAM 
       YOUR COMPUTER 

4 MAY

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Tuesday 
3 May

+
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